ASCENSION

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

The LIGHT of the ASCENSION
To ®wg g Ociag AvaAnpeng

Arpil 20, 2025

Today we commemorate
Sunday, April 20, 2025

o Epistle Reading (click here)
o Gospel Reading (click here)



https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=147&event=928&date=04/13/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=303&event=928

IERA ARPXIEMIZKONH AMEPIKHEZ APXIENIZKOMIKH EFKYKAIOE
ApBp. NMpwt.: 135/2025
Apyiemiokomikl Eykokhioc vid to BAyio Maaya,
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‘Erxhinoin, pt ) Sednveuctn godia g, ple npoadper pia dvanapactaon altiig tig onypiis oy eikdva
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EpmveDce: GvapiBunta dvtiypada, Bpioketol otod mopexkhion T Movic g Xwpag otfv Kwvotavtivouman.
"Bk, 6 EvBofog xal dvaotnuévog Komog tiig AdEng dvaociper tév ABby kal tiv Ela dnd tolic tadoug toug,
KpaTLTaE Tows Gy amnd T xEpy, G o tov kapmd. Al 1) Spapatikn Azmropépewn g Adtpuwans ol
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KploThe OVESTN EK VEKDL,
Gavdrw Bavatov natfoa,
wal tolt &v tole puripam
Zwfjy yoploapevo:.
Yplotoc AvEatn!




+BARTHOLOMEW
By God's Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople
Mew Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church: May the Grace,
Peace and Mercy of Christ Risen in Glory be with you All

Maoat honorable brother Hierarchs, Dearly beloved children, By God's mercy and strength, we hawve journeyed
through prayer and fasting across the ocean of Holy and Great Lent, finally reaching the splendid feast of
Pascha, and we praise the Lord of glory, who descended to the depths of Hades and "achieved tha entrance
for all to Paradise” through His raising from the dead. The Resurrection is not the remembrance of an event
from the past, but the "good chance™ of our existence, “another birth, an alternate life, a different kind of
living, the tranaformation of aur wary being."1 And in the 1 Gregory of Myssa, On the Resurrection of our Lord,
PG 456.604. 2 Risen Christ, the entire creation is renewed together with humanity. When we chant in the 3rd
Oda of the Paschal Canon, that " Mow everything is filled with light—heaven, earth, and all things beneath the
earth; therefore, let all creation celebrate the resurrection of Christ, inwhich everything has besn
established,” we proclaim that the universe is founded on and filled with unfading light. The phrases “before
Christ” and “after Christ™ nng true not only for the history of the human race, but also for the sake of all
creation. The Lord’s raising from the dead constitutes the nucleus of the Gospel, the stable point of reference
for all the books of the New Testameant, as well as for the liturgical life and devotion of the Orthodox
Christians. Indeed, the words “Christ is Risen!” summarize the theology of the Church. The experience of the
aboliticn of the dominion of death is a source of ineffable joy, “free from the bonds of this warld,” “All things
are filled with joy upon receiving the taste of resurraction.” The resurraction is an explosion "of graat joy™ and
permeates the entire life, ethos and pastoral ministry of the church as the foretaste of the fullmess of life,
knowdedge and life of the eternal kingdom of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Orthodox faith and pessimism
are contradictory phenomena. Pascha is for us a feast of freedom and victory over alienating forces; it is the
churchification of aur existence, an invitation to collaborate for the transfiguration of the warld, The history of
the Church is rendered “a great Pascha™ as the joumey toward “the liberation in glory of the children of God™
{Rom. B.21). The exparience of resurrection revesals the center and 3 eschatological dimensions of freedom in
Christ. Biblical references to the Savior's resurrection demonstrate the power of our freedom as bellevers; it
i& in this freadom alone that the "great miracla”™ is manifestad, which remains inaccassible to avary
opprassion. "The mystery of salvation belongs to those who desire it frealy, not to those who are tyrannized
against their will."2 Accepting the divine gift as a “transition™ of the believer toward Chrigt is the veluntary
existential rasponse to the loving and saving “transition” of the Risen Lord toward humankind. For "without
me, you cannot do anything” (Jn 15.5). The mystery of the Lord's resurraction to this day continues to shatter
the positivistic certainties of those who deny God as “the denial of human will," as well as the advocates of
“the fallacy of salf-fulfillmeant without God” and the admirers of the contemporary "man-god.” Tha future does
not belong to those imprisoned in a self-sufficient, stifling and narrow earthly existence. There is no authentic
freedom without resurrection, without the perspactive of etarnity. For the Holy Great Church of Christ, ona
gource of such resurrectional joy is also found this year in the common celebration of Easter by the entire
Christian world, along with the commeamoration of the 1700th anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea,
which condemned the heresy of Arius, who "diminished within the Trinity the one Son and Word of God,” and
which 2 Maximus Confessor, On the Lord"s Prayer, PG 90,880, 4 established the way of calculating the date
for the feast of our Savior's resurrection. The Council of Nicaea inaugurates a new age in the conciliar histary
of the Church, the transition from the local to the ecumenical synodal level. As we know, the First Ecumenical
Council introduced the non-biblical term “homoousios (of one essence)” to the Symbaol of Faith, alkeit with a
clear sateriological reference, which remains the essential characteristic of church doctrines. In this sensea,
the celebrations of thia great anniversary are not a return to the past, ineaamuch as the “spirt of Micasa" exists
unspolled in the life of the Church, whose unity is associated with the cormect understanding and
developmant of its conciliar identity. Discussion on tha First Ecumenical Council of Nicasa reminds us of the
comman Christian archetypes and the meaning behind the struggle against the perversion of our spotless
faith, encouraging ws to turn toward the depth and essence of Church tradition, The joint celebration this year
of tha "maost holy dey of Pascha" highlights the timeliness of the subject, the solution of which not only
expresses the respect of Chrlstianity for the decrees of the Council of Micaea, but also the awareness that
“there should be no differentiation in such sacred matters.” With these sentiments, filled with the light and joy
of the Resurrection, while proclaiming "Chriat is Risen!" with jubilation, let us honaor the chosen and holy day
of Pascha with a heartfelt confession of cur faith in the Redeemer, who trampled down death by death and
granted life to all people and all creation, throwgh our faithfulness to the sacred traditions of the Great 5
Church as well as through sincere love for our neighbor, for the glorification by us all of the heavenly name of
the Lord.,

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

PASCHA SUNDAY

APRIL 20, 2025




11:00 a.m. — 12:00 NOoON
Vespers of Love

2nd DAY
OF PASCHA
MONDAY
APRIL 21, 2025
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Orthros, Divine Liturgy

3rd DAY
OF PASCHA

TUESDAY
APRIIL 22, 2025
9a.m.-11a.m.
Orthros, D. Liturgy
(Holy Communion)
Saints Raphael,
Nikolaos & Irene
(click here)

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 23, 2025
9a.m.-11a.m.
Orthros, D. Liturgy
(Holy Communion)
Great Martyr George
(click here)
4:30 p.m. Greek School
6:30 Vespers
( St. George in Clifton )

FRIDAY

APRIL 25, 2025
THEOTOKOS OF

THE LIFEGIVING
SPRING - AGIASMOS
(CLICK HERE)

9a.m.-11.30a.m.
Orthros, D. Liturgy
(Holy Communion)
4:30 p.m. Greek School
6:30 p.m. After School Program

SUNDAY OF
SAINT THOMAS
APRIL 27, 2025
(click here)

8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.
Orthros, D. Liturgy
(Holy Communion)
Catechism School
Coffee is served by the GOYA
GOYA PROM

KYPIAKH



https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1045&PCode=1PT&D=T&DT=04/22/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1045&PCode=1PT&D=T&DT=04/22/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1045&PCode=1PT&D=T&DT=04/22/2025
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_George%27s_Day#:~:text=In the Greek Orthodox Church,on the day following Easter.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_George%27s_Day#:~:text=In the Greek Orthodox Church,on the day following Easter.
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=850&date=5/6/2016&D=F&language=en
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=850&date=5/6/2016&D=F&language=en
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=850&date=5/6/2016&D=F&language=en
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=850&date=5/6/2016&D=F&language=en
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025

TOY ITAYXXA

20 AIIPIAIOY, 2025
11:00 Jt.|. — 12:00 noon

Eomepivog g Ayasmng

AEYTEPA
TOY ITAYXXA
21 ATIPIAIOQY, 2025
9:00 Jt.|. — 11:00 7. 1. 'OpBpog,
0.Aertovpyia (0. Kowvevia)

TPITH TOY ITAYXXA
22 ATIPIAIOY, 2025
Pa@ani, NikoAaov & Eiprnivng
(click here)
9:00 JT.\1. — 11:00 T 1.
'OpOpog, 6. Aertovpyia
(0. Kowwvia)

TETARTH TOY ITAYXA
23 ATIPIAIQY, 2025
9:00 Jt.\u. — 11:00 JT. .
'OpOBpog, O. Aertovpyia
(0. Kowwvia)
Ay. l'ewpyiou MeyxAopapTupog
(CLICK HERE)
4:30 W.u. -EAANviko ZyoAeio
6:30 w.u. Eomepivog
( Naog Ay. I'empytov -KAipTov )

ITAPAYKEYH
25 AITPTAIOY, 2025
Zwodoyou lNnyng
(click here)

9:00 Jt.u. — 11: 307 1. 'OpOpog,
0. Asrtovpyia, Aytaouog
4:30 .U -EAANviko XxoAeio

6:30 .. [Ipdypappa
LLETA TO OYOAEI0

KYPIAKH TOY OOQOMA
27 ATTIPIAIOQY, 2025
(click here)
8:30 ;t.u. — 11:30 .u. 'OpOpog,

0. Aertovpyia
(0. Kowwvia)

Katnyntiko XxoAeio

O kapeg oepPipetat
amto v GOYA

LIVE STREAM click
here



https://www.saint.gr/214/saint.aspx
https://www.saint.gr/214/saint.aspx
https://www.saint.gr/66/saint.aspx
https://www.saint.gr/66/saint.aspx
https://www.saint.gr/1475/saint.aspx
https://www.saint.gr/1475/saint.aspx
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1039&PCode=1PS&D=S&DT=04/27/2025&language=el
https://boxcast.tv/channel/rux4k0bhqfxghfthtisy

LIGHT a CANDLE and SAY a PRAYER click here

OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER
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Rev. Christos L. Pappas
Protopresbyter
office: 201-945-6448
cell: 201-707-4737
fatherchristos@yahoo.com

Maria Tsesmeli
Office Administrator



http://ascensionfairviewnj.square.site/

office: 201-945-6448

Office hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Friday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

info@ascensionfairview.org

DONATE to the ASCENSION CHURCH click here

UPCOMINGEVENTS

/\Pﬁlzo,2025

E_astcr E_gg Hunt

/&Pﬁlzj,zozj
GOYA FProm

Friclag, APril 25th
The King of Kings“ movie viewing

/\Pﬁlzé,zozj
Fhiloptochos “Brunch in Faris"
at Gragclhq

APnl 30 - Mag 2
FTO - Dine to Donate
Boulcvarcl Diner

Saturday, Mag )
7:00am — 5:OOPm

MctroPolis NJ GOYA

Soccer Toumamcnt

2025 TOPICS, TIPS, & RESOURCES

April 12, 2025: Saturday of Lazarus

Some highlights from a beautiful day
After the Divine Liturgy, with the ladies of the
Philoptochos as our leaders, we all made Palm

crosses as a community to prepare
for tomorrow’s major feast.
The Catechism Program hosted its Annual
Easter Retreat, where Fr. Christos spoke
to the children about the Passion of



https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/305721?widget=1
https://www.goarch.org/documents/32058/13944382/2025_SJCOF_Topics_Tips_%26_Resources_vFINAL.pdf/ca34d3ee-630a-531f-d9b3-6e36d37a7537?t=1729024458230

Christ and His Glorious Resurrection.
The GOYAns sold tsourekia for Pascha.

Mepikd OTIYUIOTUITIA 1O OLOPPNG NUEPAS

Meta v Beia Aettovpyia, pe odnyovg Tig

KUPIEG TNG PIAOTTTWY OV, PTIAEaue OAot padl
otavpovdakia pe Ta faya yia v
HEYAAN £0pTr) NG QUPLAVIG NUEPAS.

To Katnyntiko eixe to 111010 a0y aAvO retreat,
070V 0 71. XpNoTog HiAnoe ota tadid yia ta ITabn
oL Xp1oTov ka1 TV Ayia Tov Avaotaon.

Ta madia g GOYA movAnoav maoyaAva TO0UPEKIAL.










Palm Sunday

TVeTe {1603 rdire] 5 éenth aimd

iv_u'w T ens comd we







April 16,2025: Holg Wednesday
Sacrament of Holy (nction

i 6 ATtpLA{oL 2025: MeYAAN TeTdpTN
Muotriplo Tou lepol EvxeAaiov




April 17, 2025: Holy Thursday — Service of the Holy Passion
17 AtpiAiov 2025: MeyaAn ITepmtn — AkolovBia twv ITaBav
«Zfuepov kpepdtar €l EVAoL O €v Lo TV YAV Kpepdoac»
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http://www.instagram.com/ascensiongocfairviewnj
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